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ICDE OER ADVOCACY 
COMMITTEE  
THE 2021-2022 OERAC DRAFT 
MANDATE
The 2021-2022 OERAC mandate is based 
on the ICDE Strategic Plan 2021-2024 and 
ICDE Activity Plan 2021-2022, the 
UNESCO Recommendation on OER from 2
019
 and ICDEs role as a partner in the 
UNESCO OER Dynamic Coalition. The 
mandate also builds on recommendations 
from the Final report from the OERAC for 
2020. 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b99664675f9eea7a3ecee82/t/5fbd1c609eac5d50e5698a7e/1606229103541/ICDE+Strategy+2021-2024+web.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b99664675f9eea7a3ecee82/t/60378d78b8239016e3d60156/1614253433702/Activity+Plan+2021-2024+Formatted.pdf
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=49556&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=49556&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
https://en.unesco.org/themes/building-knowledge-societies/oer/dynamic-coalition
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● Yi Yang - Professor, Franklin University, USA   
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● Trish Chaplin-Cheyne - Director Learning and Teaching Development, Otago Polytechnic, New Zealand



PREAMBLE 

The General Conference of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), meeting in Paris from 12 to 27 
November 2019, at its 40th session (25th Nov 
2019)

Recalling that the Preamble of UNESCO’s 
Constitution affirms, “that the wide diffusion of 
culture, and the education of humanity for justice 
and liberty and peace are indispensable to the 
dignity of man and constitute a sacred duty 
which all the nations must fulfil in a spirit of 
mutual assistance and concern”, 

Building on the Ljubljana OER Action 
Plan 2017 to mainstream OER to help 
all Member States to create inclusive 
knowledge societies and achieve the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, namely SDG 4 (Quality 
education), SDG 5 (Gender equality), 
SDG 9 (Industry, innovation and 
infrastructure), SDG 10 (Reduced 
inequalities within and across 
countries), SDG 16 (Peace, justice 
and strong institutions) and SDG 17 
(Partnerships for the goals).



DEFINITION AND SCOPE 

1. Open Educational Resources (OER) are learning, teaching and research materials in any 
format and medium that reside in the public domain or are under copyright that have been 
released under an open license, that permit no-cost access, re-use, re-purpose, adaptation and 
redistribution by others. 

2. Open license refers to a license that respects the intellectual property rights of the copyright 
owner and provides permissions granting the public the rights to access, re-use, re-purpose, 
adapt and redistribute educational materials. 

3. Information and communications technology (ICT) provide great potential for effective, 
equitable and inclusive access to OER and their use, adaptation and redistribution. They can 
open possibilities for OER to be accessible anytime and anywhere for everyone, including 
individuals with disabilities and individuals coming from marginalized or disadvantaged groups. 
They can help meet the needs of individual learners and effectively promote gender equality and 
incentivize innovative pedagogical, didactical and methodological approaches. 
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4. Stakeholders in the formal, non-formal and informal sectors (where 
appropriate) in this Recommendation include: teachers, educators, learners, 
governmental bodies, parents, educational providers and institutions, 
education support personnel, teacher trainers, educational policy makers, 
cultural institutions (such as libraries, archives and museums) and their 
users, information and communications technology (ICT) infrastructure 
providers, researchers, research institutions, civil society organizations 
(including professional and student associations), publishers, the public and 
private sectors, intergovernmental organizations, copyright holders and 
authors, media and broadcasting groups and funding bodies. 

http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php
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UNESCO OER 
Recommendation(2019)
Capacity building: developing the 

capacity of all key education 
stakeholders to create, access, re-use, 

re-purpose, adapt, and redistribute 
OER, as well as to use and apply open 
licenses in a manner consistent with 

national copyright legislation and 
international obligations; 

Developing supportive policy: 
encouraging governments, and 

education authorities and institutions 
to adopt regulatory frameworks to 
support open licensing of publicly 
funded educational and research 

materials, develop strategiesto enable 
the use and adaptation of OER in 
support of high quality, inclusive 

education and lifelong learning for all, 
supported by relevant research in the 

area;

Effective, inclusive and equitable 
access to quality OER: supporting 

the adoption of strategies and 
programmes including through 

relevant technology solutions that 
ensure OER in any medium are shared 

in open formats and standards to 
maximize equitable access, co-

creation, curation, and searchability, 
including for those from vulnerable 

groups and persons with disabilities; 

Nurturing the creation of 
sustainability models for OER: 
supporting and encouraging the 

creation of sustainability models for 
OER at national, regional and 

institutional levels, and the planning 
and pilot testing of new sustainable 
forms of education and learning; 

Fostering and facilitating 
international cooperation: 

supporting international cooperation 
between stakeholders to minimize 

unnecessary duplication in OER 
development investments and to 
develop a global pool of culturally 
diverse, locally relevant, gender-
sensitive, accessible, educational 

materials in multiple languages and 
form



UN UNESCO 
SDG

• To mainstream OER to help all Member States to 
create inclusive knowledge societies and achieve the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, namely 
SDG 4 (Quality education), SDG 5 (Gender equality), 
SDG 9 (Industry, innovation and infrastructure), SDG 
10 (Reduced inequalities within and across 
countries), SDG 16 (Peace, justice and strong 
institutions) and SDG 17 (Partnerships for the goals)











Open, flexible learning and 
distance education a 
strategy that enables 
economic, social, political 
and digital justice to enable 
personalized, collaborative 
lifelong learning across the 
lifespan that focuses on 
health, well-being, inclusion, 
equity and a smart future for 
individuals and the planet.

The way forward 







My Footprints

www.i4quality.se
Ebba.Ossiannilsson@gm
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THANK YOU!
CARING IS SHARING, SHARING IS CARING
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